
MINUTES 

WEST WARWICK SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

OCTOBER 11, 2016 

JOHN F. DEERING MIDDLE SCHOOL 

WEBSTER KNIGHT DRIVE 

6:00 P.M. 
 

 

This meeting was called to order by Stephen H. Lawton, Chairperson. 
 
 

Members Present: 
 

 

 
 
School Committee 
Attorney Present: 
 
Administrators Present: 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Open Session 
 

Stephen Lawton, Chairperson 
Rene Coutu, Clerk 
Patricia Keenan 
Luis Colon 
Susan St. Amand 
 
Ronald Cascione 
 
Karen Tarasevich, Superintendent of Schools 
Leah Bessette, Principal, Wakefield Hills Elementary  
     School 
Jeffrey Guiot, Principal, John F. Deering Middle  
     School 
Melissa LeBlanc, Director of Human Resources 
Michael Mascellino, Assistant Principal, West  
     Warwick High School 
James Monti, Director of Educational Reform, 
     Compliance and Technology 
Jessica Perry, Director of Special Education Services 
Keith Remillard, Director of Federal Programming  
     and Innovative Practice 
Joseph Renzi, Principal, Maisie E. Quinn School/ 
     Assistant Special Education Director 

Philip Solomon, Principal, West Warwick High  
     School  
Joseph Spagna, Director of Financial Operations 
Kenneth Townsend, Director of Property Services 
 

Open Session 
 

Mr. Lawton opened the meeting at 6:30 P.M. 
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2. Roll Call 
 

 
 
 
 

3. Motion to go into 
Executive Session 

 

 

 

                        MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Motion to Close 
Executive Session 

5. Open Session –          
6:30 P.M. 

6. Roll Call 

 

 

 

 
Roll Call 
 
The following members were present:  Mr. Lawton, 
Mr. Coutu, Mrs. Keenan, Mr. Colon, and               
Mrs. St. Amand.   

 
Motion to go into Executive Session according to 
RI General Laws 42-46-4 and 42-46-5, Subsection 
(a) 
 
a) Discussion:  Field Trip Policy 
b) Legal Advice:  School Committee Laws and 

Regulations 
 
MOTION MADE BY RENE COUTU THAT THE 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE GO INTO EXECUTIVE 
SESSION ACCORDING TO RI GENERAL 
LAWS 42-46-4 AND 42-46-5, SUBSECTION (a) 
 
a) Discussion:  Field Trip Policy 
b) Legal Advice:  School Committee Laws and 

Regulations 
 
Motion seconded by Susan St. Amand.  The following 
members voted in the affirmative:  Luis Colon, 
Patricia Keenan, Susan St. Amand, Rene Coutu, and 
Stephen Lawton.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 

Motion to Close Executive Session 
 
 
Open Session – 6:30 P.M. 
 
 
Roll Call 
 
The following members were present:  Mr. Lawton, 
Mr. Coutu, Mrs. Keenan, Mr. Colon, and               
Mrs. St. Amand. 
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7. Reading of Mission 
Statement 

 

 

 

 

8.  Pledge of Allegiance 

 

9.  Motion to Seal Executive 
Session Minutes  

 

                        MOTION 

 

 

10.  Student Representative 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Reading of Mission Statement 
 
Mr. Colon read the Mission Statement of the West 
Warwick Public Schools: 
 

The West Warwick Public Schools, in partnership with 

the entire community, is dedicated to providing all 

learners with access and opportunity to a challenging  

comprehensive education while developing 21
st
 Century 

Skills in a safe, personalized learning environment. 

 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Mrs. St. Amand led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Motion to Seal Executive Session Minutes 
 
MOTION MADE BY PATRICIA KEENAN 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE SEAL THE 
EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES.  Motion 
seconded by Rene Coutu.  The following members 
voted in the affirmative:  Luis Colon, Susan               
St. Amand, Rene Coutu, Patricia Keenan, and Stephen 
Lawton.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 

Student Representative 
 
Ivan Goretoy  reported on upcoming activities at West 
Warwick High School including the following: 
 

• This is Homecoming Week. 
 

• The Pep Rally will be held this Wednesday, from 
6:30 to 8:00 P.M. at the West Warwick High 
School Gym. 

 

• The Homecoming Game will be Friday evening at 
Maznicki Field.   The football team is really good 
this year with a 5 and 1 overall record.  We are 
looking forward to another big win in front of the 
Homecoming crowd. 
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11.  Audience of Citizens 

 

12.  Chairperson’s Report 

 

13.  Superintendent’s 
Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• The Homecoming Dance will be held on Friday 
night from 6:30 to 10:30 in the West Warwick 
High School Gym, indoors, and students will be 
working to decorate the gym. 

 

• Pennies for Patients – in October, the Student 
Council will be collecting for Rhode Island 
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.  Last year, the 
Student Council collected in October and February 
and will be doing that again.  The Student Council 
raised $2700 between those two months, and this 
year our goal is $3000. 

 

• The Annual Powder Puff Tournament will be 
Thursday, October 27th, at 7 o’clock, at Maznicki 
Field.  It will be the first Powder Puff Tournament 
held under the new lights, thanks to the town. 

 

• There will be a boys and girls soccer senior event 
under the lights on October 27th. 

 

Audience of Citizens 
 

None. 

 
Chairperson’s Report 
 

None. 
 

Superintendent’s Report:  School Activities Update 
 

Mrs. Tarasevich spoke on the following topics: 
 

• Attendance is an initiative being worked on at the 
national level and the state level and is something 
that has been our focus for a few years.  This year 
we have a made a more concerted effort with 
teachers, principals, and Jill Sabatine.  Keith 
Remillard has been working very closely with the 
principals on this and how we can coordinate our 
efforts and what interventions we can put in place 
to help kids who are chronically absent to get to 
school. 
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Central Office is working with principals to think 
about interventions specific to their level.  One of 
the primary things we are focusing on right now is  

     Mr. Monti collects attendance data for principals, 
and once we have that, it is easier to see how many 
kids, how many days they are absent, what days of 
the week, are they chronic—the can’ts, the won’ts, 
and the don’ts.  We are trying to identify which  

     kids and what the reasons are.  Mrs. Tarasevich 
thanked everyone for their efforts. 

 

• The Science NECAP scores are out—statewide the 
scores were consistently low and West Warwick is 
in line with the state—the bad news is that the state 
as a whole is low.  Certain factors that play into it 
are that the NECAP science tests do not align with 
the science standards we are teaching.  R.I.D.E. 
recognizes that, but they are required to give a test 
because they receive federal funding.  We will 
continue in the district to do the work in 
curriculum and developing curriculum with new 
science standards.  Mrs. Tarasevich said we will 
have a science presentation by Grade 2 students 
tonight in a little bit. 

 

• Maybe people have been by Murray Square and 
seen the Police Memorial coming along.  The 
ceremony will be on Sunday, October 16th, at      
11 o’clock, this coming Sunday, and everyone is 
welcome.  Mrs. Tarasevich said she wanted to 
thank the high school art department—the kids 
participated in a competition a couple of years ago. 

 

• One of the governor’s initiatives is for school 
buildings to increase the AP or dual enrollments in 
their school buildings or students going to 
secondary institutions.  She said she wanted to 
thank Phil Solomon for getting these figures.  
Ninety students are in AP courses; 105 students 
filled out college credit paper work for EEP.  We 
expect to have well over 300 this year; currently 
we have one student enrolled in Running Start at 
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14.  Financial Update 

 

 

 

 

 

15.    Approval:  Consent 
Agenda 

       a)   Open Session Minutes:   
September 14, 2016 

       b)   Special Meeting Open 
Session Minutes:  
September 29, 2016 

 

CCRI – all the credit to the high school and the 
guidance department. 

 

• Meet the Music Department will be October 25th at 
6:30 P.M.; it is the big opening concert for the 
year, and hundreds of kids will perform. 

 

• Next week will be digital citizenship week at the 
schools. 

 

• Tuesday, November 1st, at 10 A.M., Nellie Gorbea, 
Secretary of State for Rhode Island, will be at the 
high school for the juniors’ and seniors’ mock 
voting event and talking about how important that 
civic duty is. 

 

• MOYA, Month of the Young Adolescent will be 
held on October 28th at the Middle School.  Every 
student at Deering Middle School is engaged in 
something—it is an unbelievable day, and it is just 
a snippet of what is going on at the school. 

 

Financial Update 
 
Mr. Spagna  said we are about three months into the 
calendar year and one month into the school year, and 
we have only spent about 14% of the budget to date.  
There are no big issues that have come up; we are 
right on target with all we want to do. 
 
The School Committee thanked Mr. Spagna. 
 

Approval:  Consent Agenda 
 

 
 
a) Open Session Minutes:  September 14, 2016 

 
b) Special Meeting Open Session Minutes:  

September 29, 2016 
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       c)    Payment of Bills:  
$1,437,758.68    

       d)    Home Instruction Plans 

                          

                      MOTION 

 

 

16.   Student Presentation:  
Grade 2 Science 
Presentation  

 

 

 

17.    Presentation:  District 
Disproportionality for 
Special Education 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
c) Payment of Bills:  $1,437,758.68 

 
d) Home Instruction Plans 

 

MOTION MADE BY LUIS COLON THAT THE 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE THE 
CONSENT AGENDA.  Motion seconded by Patricia 
Keenan.  The following members voted in the 
affirmative:  Susan St. Amand, Rene Coutu, Patricia 
Keenan, Luis Colon, and Stephen Lawton.  Motion 
unanimously passed. 

 
Student Presentation:  Grade 2 Science 
Presentation 
 
Four students from Mrs. Amanda Bagley’s 2nd grade 
class at Greenbush Elementary School gave a 
presentation to the School Committee.  They 
demonstrated the use of coding to operate ozobots and 
assisted the School Committee in trying out the 
ozobots. 

 
Presentation:  District Disproportionality for 
Special Education  
 
Jessica Perry, Director of Special Education Services 
gave a brief presentation regarding District 
Disproportionality for Special Education, including 
the following points: 
 

• For the past five years, we are still 
overrepresenting students in the categories of 
autism and white males with emotional 
disturbances. 
 

• Efforts to address this include: 
 

      Middle School Autism Consultation Team, 
 

RTI multi-tiered system of special wraparound 
services to schools and students for social and 
emotional learning. 
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18.  Discussion/Approval:  
Change of Date:  
November School 
Committee Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          MOTION 

 

 

 

19.    Discussion/Approval:  
Tyler Content 
Manager 

 

 

 

 

                        MOTION 

 

 

 
The School Committee thanked Mrs. Perry. 

 
Discussion/Approval:  Change of Date:  November 
School Committee Meeting 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that there be a 
discussion/approval of a change of date for the 
November School Committee meeting.  She said that 
since the second Tuesday in November is Election 
Day, we had talked earlier in the year about changing 
the date of the School Committee meeting; and she is 
proposing changing the date to Thursday,     
November 10th. 
 

MOTION MADE BY RENE COUTU THAT THE 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE CHANGING 
THE DATE OF THE NOVEMBER SCHOOL 
COMMITTEE MEETING FROM WEDNESDAY, 
NOVEMBER 23RD, TO THURSDAY, 
NOVEMBER 10TH.  Motion seconded by Luis Colon.  
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Patricia Keenan, Susan St. Amand, Luis Colon, Rene 
Coutu, and Stephen Lawton.  Motion unanimously 
passed. 
 

Discussion/Approval:  Tyler Content Manager 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich said Joe Spagna is here tonight to talk 
about a few different things, and the first is this item:  
discussion/approval of the Tyler Content Manager. 
 
Mr. Spagna said this is a type of financial software 
that allows us to electronically file and scan all of our 
documents and upload them to the cloud. 
 

MOTION MADE BY SUSAN ST. AMAND THAT 
THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE THE 
TYLER CONTENT MANAGER.  Motion seconded 
by Luis Colon.  The following members voted in the 
affirmative:  Rene Coutu, Patricia Keenan, Luis 
Colon, Susan St. Amand, and Stephen Lawton.  
Motion unanimously passed. 
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20.   Discussion/Approval:  
Fiscal Year 2016 Year 
End Budget Allocations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        MOTION 

 

 

21.  Discussion/Approval:  
Fiscal Year 2017 
Budget Adjustments 

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Discussion/Approval:  Fiscal Year 2016 Year End 
Budget Allocations 
 
Mr. Spagna said in the packet, he supplied the School 
Committee with a summary sheet of budget 
adjustments for FY 16, to take the anticipated 
surpluses in 16 and allocate them to the line items 
with deficits.  He said the School Committee has 
approved a lot of surplus funds, and he would like to 
smooth out the FY 16 budget and make it a little more 
readable for the auditors—just a little bit easier to 
manage.  If we smooth it out, it makes the process go a 
little bit quicker. 
 

MOTION MADE BY PATRICIA KEENAN 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE 
THE FISCAL YEAR 2016 YEAR END BUDGET 
ALLOCATIONS.  Motion seconded by Rene Coutu.  
The following members voted in the affirmative:  Luis 
Colon, Susan St. Amand, Rene Coutu, Patricia 
Keenan, and Stephen Lawton.  Motion unanimously 
passed. 

 
Discussion/Approval:  Fiscal Year 2017 Budget 
Adjustments 
 
Mr. Spagna said on the report, #6, the very last item, 
we started doing FY 16 adjustments to the year at the 
year end, and it’s a lengthy process.  He said for       
FY 17, we would like to start allocating funds as we 
go forward if there are funds in other areas.             
Mr. Spagna said right now he is comfortable allocating 
about $530,000—he doesn’t have the specific account 
numbers yet—it could be anything from curriculum, 
professional development, physical education 
supplies, medical supplies, a piano needs to be 
purchased for the middle school, walkie-talkies, 
reallocated from the FY 17 budget.   
 
Mrs. Tarasevich said instead of doing it at the end of 
the year, we will do it as we go along. 
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                     MOTION 

 

 

22.   Discussion/Approval:  
Use of Surplus Funds 

 

23.  Discussion/Approval:  
Out-of-State Field Trip 

 

 

 

 

 

                          MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

24.  Approval:  Maternity 
Leave 

 

 

MOTION MADE BY LUIS COLON THAT THE 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE THE 
FISCAL YEAR 2017 BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS.  
Motion seconded by Patricia Keenan.  The following 
members voted in the affirmative:  Susan St. Amand, 
Rene Coutu, Patricia Keenan, Luis Colon, and Stephen 
Lawton.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 

Discussion/Approval:  Use of Surplus Funds 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich said we are removing this item from 
the agenda. 

 
Discussion/Approval:  Out-of-State Field Trip 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee approve the out-of-state field trip request 
submitted by Susan Sward, Art Teacher at West 
Warwick High School, to travel by train with eight 
students to the Hynes Convention Center, Boston, 
Massachusetts, on Saturday, November 5, 2016. 
 

MOTION MADE BY LUIS COLON THAT THE 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE THE OUT-
OF-STATE FIELD TRIP REQUEST 
SUBMITTED BY SUSAN SWARD, ART 
TEACHER AT WEST WARWICK HIGH 
SCHOOL, TO TRAVEL BY TRAIN WITH 
EIGHT STUDENTS TO THE HYNES 
CONVENTION CENTER, BOSTON, 
MASSACHUSETTS, ON SATURDAY, 
NOVEMBER 5, 2016.  Motion seconded by Susan 
St. Amand.  The following members voted in the 
affirmative:  Patricia Keenan, Rene Coutu, Susan     
St. Amand, Luis Colon, and Stephen Lawton.  Motion 
unanimously passed. 
 

Approval:  Maternity Leave:  Grade 1 Teacher –    
John F. Horgan Elementary School 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee approve the request for maternity leave 
submitted by a Grade 1 Teacher at John F. Horgan 



School Committee Meeting 
October 11, 2016 

Page 11 of 22 

 

 

 

                        MOTION 

 

 

 

 

25.  Acceptance of 
Resignation 

 

 

 

 

 

                        MOTION 

 

 

 

26.   Consent to 
Superintendent’s 
Appointments 

 

Elementary School, effective on or about        
December 22, 2016 and continuing through April 4, 
2017. 
 

MOTION MADE BY PATRICIA KEENAN 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVE 
THE REQUEST FOR MATERNITY LEAVE 
SUBMITTED BY A GRADE 1 TEACHER AT 
JOHN F. HORGAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, 
EFFECTIVE ON OR ABOUT DECEMBER 22, 
2016 AND CONTINUING THROUGH APRIL 4, 
2017.  Motion seconded by Susan St. Amand.  The 
following members voted in the affirmative:  Rene 
Coutu, Luis Colon, Susan St. Amand, Patricia Keenan, 
and Stephen Lawton.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 

Acceptance of Resignation:  Long-Term Substitute 
Special Education Teacher – John F. Horgan 
Elementary School 
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee accept the resignation of Dana Mazzone 
from the position of Long-Term Substitute Special 
Education Teacher at John F. Horgan Elementary 
School, effective September 30, 2016. 

 
MOTION MADE BY SUSAN ST. AMAND THAT 
THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE ACCEPT THE 
RESIGNATION OF DANA MAZZONE FROM 
THE POSITION OF LONG-TERM SUBSTITUTE 
SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER AT JOHN F. 
HORGAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, 
EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 30, 2016.  Motion 
seconded by Rene Coutu.  The following members 
voted in the affirmative:  Luis Colon, Patricia Keenan, 
Rene Coutu, Susan St. Amand, and Stephen Lawton.  
Motion unanimously passed. 
 

Consent to Superintendent’s Appointments 
 
a) Part-Time Special Education Teacher 

Assistant Self-Contained Severe/Profound  
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                       MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       MOTION 

 

       Floater – West Warwick High School 
(FUNDING SOURCE:  LOCAL)   

 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee provide advice and consent to the 
appointment of Katelyn Lamarre to the position of 
Part-Time Special Education Teacher Assistant Self-
Contained Severe/Profound Floater at West Warwick 
High School, effective September 19, 2016. 
 

MOTION MADE BY LUIS COLON THAT THE 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE PROVIDE ADVICE 
AND CONSENT TO THE APPOINTMENT OF 
KATELYN LAMARRE TO THE POSITION OF 
PART-TIME SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER 
ASSISTANT SELF-CONTAINED SEVERE/ 
PROFOUND FLOATER AT WEST WARWICK 
HIGH SCHOOL, EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 19, 
2016.  Motion seconded by Patricia Keenan.  The 
following members voted in the affirmative:  Rene 
Coutu, Susan St. Amand, Patricia Keenan, Luis Colon, 
and Stephen Lawton.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 

b)      Part- Time Special Education Teacher  
         Assistant Self-Contained Severe/Profound 

Floater – Wakefield Hills Elementary School 
(FUNDING SOURCE:  LOCAL)  

 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee provide advice and consent to the 
appointment of Kristen Fernandez to the position of 
Part-Time Special Education Teacher Assistant Self-
Contained Severe/Profound Floater at Wakefield Hills 
Elementary School, effective September 21, 2016. 
 

MOTION MADE BY SUSAN ST. AMAND THAT 
THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE PROVIDE 
ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
APPOINTMENT OF KRISTEN FERNANDEZ 
TO THE POSITION OF PART-TIME SPECIAL 
EDUCATION TEACHER ASSISTANT SELF-
CONTAINED SEVERE/PROFOUND FLOATER 
AT WAKEFIELD HILLS ELEMENTARY 
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                         MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

SCHOOL, EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 21, 2016.  
Motion seconded by Luis Colon.  The following 
members voted in the affirmative:  Patricia Keenan, 
Rene Coutu, Luis Colon, Susan St. Amand, and 
Stephen Lawton.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 

c) Part-Time Special Education Teacher 
Assistant Self-Contained Preschool Floater – 
Maisie E. Quinn School (FUNDING 
SOURCE:  LOCAL)  
 

Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee provide advice and consent to the 
appointment of Deborah Derderian to the position of 
Part-Time Special Education Teacher Assistant Self-
Contained Preschool Floater at Maisie E. Quinn 
School, effective September 26, 2016.   
 

MOTION MADE BY RENE COUTU THAT THE 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE PROVIDE ADVICE 
AND CONSENT TO THE APPOINTMENT OF 
DEBORAH DERDERIAN TO THE POSITION 
OF PART-TIME SPECIAL EDUCATION 
TEACHER ASSISTANT SELF-CONTAINED 
PRESCHOOL FLOATER AT MAISIE E. QUINN 
SCHOOL, EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 26, 2016.  
Motion seconded by Patricia Keenan.  The following 
members voted in the affirmative:  Susan St. Amand, 
Luis Colon, Patricia Keenan, Rene Coutu, and Stephen 
Lawton.  Motion unanimously passed. 

d) Part-Time Special Education Teacher 
Assistant Building Floater  - West Warwick 
High School (FUNDING SOURCE:  LOCAL)  
 

Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee provide advice and consent to the 
appointment of Audra Hill to the position of Part-
Time Special Education Teacher Assistant Building 
Floater at West Warwick High School, effective 
October 7, 2016. 
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                     MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               

                       MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTION MADE BY SUSAN ST. AMAND THAT 
THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE PROVIDE 
ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
APPOINTMENT OF AUDRA HILL TO THE 
POSITION OF PART-TIME SPECIAL 
EDUCATION TEACHER ASSISTANT 
BUILDING FLOATER AT WEST WARWICK 
HIGH SCHOOL, EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 7, 
2016.  Motion seconded by Patricia Keenan, for 
discussion.   
 
Mrs. LeBlanc provided information regarding Audra 
Hill’s education and experience. 
 
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Rene Coutu, Luis Colon, Patricia Keenan, Susan      
St. Amand, and Stephen Lawton.  Motion 
unanimously passed. 
 
The School Committee congratulated and welcomed 
Audra Hill. 

 
e) Part-Time 2nd Shift Custodian – Greenbush 

Elementary School (FUNDING SOURCE:  
LOCAL)  

 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee provide advice and consent to the 
appointment of Desmond Valle to the position of Part-
Time 2nd Shift Custodian at Greenbush Elementary 
School.   
 

MOTION MADE BY SUSAN ST. AMAND THAT 
THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE PROVIDE 
ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
APPOINTMENT OF DESMOND VALLE TO 
THE POSITION OF PART-TIME 2ND SHIFT 
CUSTODIAN AT GREENBUSH ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL.  Motion seconded by Patricia Keenan.  
The following members voted in the affirmative:  Luis 
Colon, Rene Coutu, Patricia Keenan, Susan St. 
Amand, and Stephen Lawton.  Motion unanimously 
passed. 
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                      MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       MOTION 

 

 

 

f) Part-Time 2nd Shift Custodian – John F. 
Horgan Elementary School (FUNDING 
SOURCE:  LOCAL)  

 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee provide advice and consent to the 
appointment of Chad Cummiskey to the position of 
Part-Time 2nd Shift Custodian at John F. Horgan 
Elementary School.   
 

MOTION MADE BY PATRICIA KEENAN 
THAT THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE PROVIDE 
ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
APPOINTMENT OF CHAD CUMMISKEY TO 
THE POSITION OF PART-TIME 2ND SHIFT 
CUSTODIAN AT JOHN F. HORGAN 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL.  Motion seconded by 
Luis Colon.  The following members voted in the 
affirmative:  Rene Coutu, Susan St. Amand, Luis 
Colon, Patricia Keenan, and Stephen Lawton.  Motion 
unanimously passed. 

g)      Part-Time Lunch Monitor/Teacher Assistant    
         Floater – John F. Horgan Elementary School 

(FUNDING SOURCE:  1 HOUR LOCAL, 2 
HOURS FOOD SERVICE)  

 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee provide advice and consent to the 
appointment of Emily Finch to the position of Part-
Time Lunch Monitor/Teacher Assistant Floater at 
John F. Horgan Elementary School. 
 

MOTION MADE BY SUSAN ST. AMAND THAT 
THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE PROVIDE 
ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
APPOINTMENT OF EMILY FINCH TO THE 
POSITION OF PART-TIME LUNCH 
MONITOR/TEACHER ASSISTANT FLOATER 
AT JOHN F. HORGAN ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL.  Motion seconded by Rene Coutu.  The 
following members voted in the affirmative:  Patricia 
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                        MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keenan, Luis Colon, Rene Coutu, Susan St. Amand, 
and Stephen Lawton.  Motion unanimously passed. 

 
h) Nursing & Health Services Coordinator 

(FUNDING SOURCE:  LOCAL)  
 

Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee provide advice and consent to the 
appointment of Lorraine Martell to the position of 
Nursing & Health Services Coordinator for the West 
Warwick Public Schools, effective September 21, 
2016 through June 30, 2018. 
 

MOTION MADE BY SUSAN ST. AMAND THAT 
THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE PROVIDE 
ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
APPOINTMENT OF LORRAINE MARTELL TO 
THE POSITION OF NURSING & HEALTH 
SERVICES COORDINATOR FOR THE WEST 
WARWICK PUBLIC SCHOOLS, EFFECTIVE 
SEPTEMBER 21, 2016 THROUGH JUNE 30, 
2018.  Motion seconded by Patricia Keenan, for 
discussion.   
 
Mrs. LeBlanc provided information regarding Lorraine 
Martell’s education and experience as a School Nurse-
Teacher prior to and since her employment with the 
West Warwick Public Schools. 
 
The following members voted in the affirmative:  
Rene Coutu, Luis Colon, Patricia Keenan, Susan St. 
Amand, and Stephen Lawton.  Motion unanimously 
passed. 
 
The School Committee congratulated Lorraine 
Martell. 

i) Proficiency-Based Saturday Coordinator –  
Wakefield Hills Elementary School 
(FUNDING SOURCE:  TITLE I)  

 
There was no action taken on this item. 
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                       MOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pj)  j)      Proficiency-Based Saturday Coordinator – 

John F. Horgan Elementary School 
(FUNDING SOURCE:  TITLE I)  

 
There was no action taken on this item. 
 

k)      Saturday School/Literacy Program Teachers  
          – John F. Horgan Elementary School    
         (FUNDING SOURCE:  TITLE I)  

 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee provide advice and consent to the 
appointments of Theresa Thornbury, Amy Horne, 
Nicole Longo, Gina Richards, Maria DePalma, 
Ololade Williams, Jessica Quaranto, Katie Michaud, 
and Patrick Holmes to the positions of Saturday 
School/Literacy Program Teachers at John F. Horgan 
Elementary School. 
 

MOTION MADE BY RENE COUTU THAT THE 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE PROVIDE ADVICE 
AND CONSENT TO THE APPOINTMENTS OF 
THERESA THORNBURY, AMY HORNE, 
NICOLE LONGO, GINA RICHARDS, MARIA 
DEPALMA, OLOLADE WILLIAMS, JESSICA 
QUARANTO, KATIE MICHAUD, AND 
PATRICK HOLMES TO THE POSITIONS OF 
SATURDAY SCHOOL/LITERACY PROGRAM 
TEACHERS AT JOHN F. HORGAN 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL.  Motion seconded by 
Patricia Keenan.  The following members voted in the 
affirmative:  Luis Colon, Susan St. Amand, Patricia 
Keenan, Rene Coutu, and Stephen Lawton.  Motion 
unanimously passed. 
 

l)       Saturday School/Literacy Program Teacher     
          Assistants – John F. Horgan Elementary   
          School (FUNDING SOURCE:  TITLE I)  

 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee provide advice and consent to the 
appointments of Maria Haughey and Barbara Mattson 
to the positions of Saturday School/Literacy Program 
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Teacher Assistants at John F. Horgan Elementary 
School. 
 

MOTION MADE BY SUSAN ST. AMAND THAT 
THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE PROVIDE 
ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE 
APPOINTMENTS OF MARIA HAUGHEY AND 
BARBARA MATTSON TO THE POSITIONS OF 
SATURDAY SCHOOL/LITERACY PROGRAM 
TEACHER ASSISTANTS AT JOHN F. HORGAN 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL.  Motion seconded by 
Luis Colon.  The following members voted in the 
affirmative:  Patricia Keenan, Rene Coutu, Luis Colon,  
Susan St. Amand, and Stephen Lawton.  Motion 
unanimously passed. 
 

m) Assistant Co-Ed Cheerleading Coach – West  
Warwick High School (FUNDING SOURCE:  
LOCAL)  
 

n) Assistant Girls’ Soccer Coach – West 
Warwick High School (FUNDING SOURCE:  
LOCAL)  

 

o) Reappointments:  Athletic Coaches – Winter 
Season (FUNDING SOURCE:  LOCAL): 

 
         1)   Head Girls’ Basketball Coach – West  
                Warwick High School  
 2)     Head Co-Ed Basketball Coach – West  
                Warwick High School  
  3)    Assistant Co-Ed Basketball Coach –  
                 West Warwick High School 
  4)    Head Girls’ Gymnastics Coach – West  
                 Warwick High School  
          5)    Assistant Girls’ Gymnastics Coach –   
                 West Warwick High School  
          6)    Assistant Co-Ed Ice Hockey Coach –  
                 West Warwick High School  
  7)     Head Co-Ed Indoor Track Coach –  
                  West Warwick High School  
  8)     Head Girls’ Indoor Track Coach – West  
                  Warwick High School  
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 9)     Assistant Co-Ed Indoor Track Coach –  
          West Warwick High School  

        10)      Assistant Girls’ Indoor Track Coach –  
                   West Warwick High School  
        11)      Head Co-Ed Wrestling Coach – West  
                   Warwick High School  
        12)      Assistant Co-Ed Wrestling Coach –  
                   West Warwick High School  
        13)      Head Girls’ Basketball Coach – John F.  
                   Deering Middle School  
        14)     Head Boys’ Basketball Coach – John F. 
                   Deering Middle School  
 
Mrs. Tarasevich recommended that the School 
Committee provide advice and consent to the 
appointments of the following coaches: 
 
m)  Assistant Co-Ed Cheerleading Coach – West  
      Warwick High School:  Brianna Archambault 
 

n)   Assistant  Girls’ Soccer Coach – West Warwick    
      High School:  Abby Kempski 
 

o) Reappointments:  Athletic Coaches – Winter 
Season: 
 

        1)   Head Girls’ Basketball Coach – West 
Warwick High School:  Michael Francois 

        2)   Head Co-Ed Basketball Coach – West 
Warwick High School:  Richard Grenier 

        3)   Assistant Co-Ed Basketball Coach – West 
Warwick High School:  Gregory Kortick 

        4)   Head Girls’ Gymnastics Coach – West 
Warwick High School:  Haley Winsor 

        5)   Assistant Girls’ Gymnastics Coach – West 
Warwick High School:  Gabriela Handy 

        6)   Assistant Co-Ed Ice Hockey Coach – West 
Warwick High School:  Keith Mosca 

        7)   Head Co-Ed Indoor Track Coach – West 
Warwick High School:  Wayne Marsocci 

        8)   Head Girls’ Indoor Track Coach – West 
Warwick High School:  Jeffrey Parenteau 

        9)   Assistant Co-Ed Indoor Track Coach – West 
Warwick High School:  Christopher Craik 
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      10)   Assistant Girls’ Indoor Track Coach – West 
Warwick High School:  Eric White 

      11)   Head Co-Ed Wrestling Coach – West 
Warwick High School:  Jared Calise 

      12)   Assistant Co-Ed Wrestling Coach – West 
Warwick High School:  David Williams 

      13)   Head Girls’ Basketball Coach – John F. 
Deering Middle School:  Bradley Grossguth 

      14)   Head Boys’ Basketball Coach – John F. 
Deering Middle School:  Daniel Sylvester, Jr. 

 

MOTION MADE BY LUIS COLON THAT THE 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE PROVIDE ADVICE 
AND CONSENT TO THE APPOINTMENTS OF 
THE FOLLOWING COACHES: 
 

m)   ASSISTANT CO-ED CHEERLEADING 
COACH – WEST WARWICK HIGH 
SCHOOL:  BRIANNA ARCHAMBAULT 

 

n)   ASSISTANT  GIRLS’ SOCCER COACH – 
WEST WARWICK  HIGH SCHOOL:  ABBY 
KEMPSKI 

 

o) REAPPOINTMENTS:  ATHLETIC 
COACHES – WINTER SEASON: 
 

        1)   HEAD GIRLS’ BASKETBALL COACH – 
WEST WARWICK HIGH SCHOOL:  
MICHAEL FRANCOIS 

        2)   HEAD CO-ED BASKETBALL COACH – 
WEST WARWICK HIGH SCHOOL:  
RICHARD GRENIER 

        3)   ASSISTANT CO-ED BASKETBALL 
COACH – WEST WARWICK HIGH 
SCHOOL:  GREGORY KORTICK 

        4)   HEAD GIRLS’ GYMNASTICS COACH – 
WEST WARWICK HIGH SCHOOL:  
HALEY WINSOR 

        5)   ASSISTANT GIRLS’ GYMNASTICS 
COACH – WEST WARWICK HIGH 
SCHOOL:  GABRIELA HANDY 
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27.  Audience of Citizens 

 

28.   Adjournment 

 

                            MOTION 

        6)   ASSISTANT CO-ED ICE HOCKEY 
COACH – WEST WARWICK HIGH 
SCHOOL:  KEITH MOSCA 

        7)   HEAD CO-ED INDOOR TRACK 
COACH – WEST WARWICK HIGH 
SCHOOL:  WAYNE MARSOCCI 

        8)   HEAD GIRLS’ INDOOR TRACK 
COACH – WEST WARWICK HIGH 
SCHOOL:  JEFFREY PARENTEAU 

        9)   ASSISTANT CO-ED INDOOR TRACK 
COACH – WEST WARWICK HIGH 
SCHOOL:  CHRISTOPHER CRAIK 

      10)   ASSISTANT GIRLS’ INDOOR TRACK 
COACH – WEST WARWICK HIGH 
SCHOOL:  ERIC WHITE 

      11)   HEAD CO-ED WRESTLING COACH – 
WEST WARWICK HIGH SCHOOL:  
JARED CALISE 

      12)   ASSISTANT CO-ED WRESTLING 
COACH – WEST WARWICK HIGH 
SCHOOL:  DAVID WILLIAMS 

      13)   HEAD GIRLS’ BASKETBALL COACH – 
JOHN F. DEERING MIDDLE SCHOOL:  
BRADLEY GROSSGUTH 

      14)   HEAD BOYS’ BASKETBALL COACH – 
JOHN F. DEERING MIDDLE SCHOOL:  
DANIEL SYLVESTER, JR. 

 
Motion seconded by Patricia Keenan.  The following 
members voted in the affirmative:  Susan St. Amand, 
Rene Coutu, Patricia Keenan, Luis Colon, and Stephen 
Lawton.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 

Audience of Citizens 
 
None. 

 
Adjournment 
 

MOTION MADE BY LUIS COLON THAT THE 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE ADJOURN THE 
MEETING.  Motion seconded by Rene Coutu.  The 
following members voted in the affirmative:   
Susan St. Amand, Patricia Keenan, Rene Coutu,    



School Committee Meeting 
October 11, 2016 

Page 22 of 22 

Luis Colon, and Stephen H. Lawton.  Motion 
unanimously passed. 
 
Meeting adjourned at:  7:30 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
____________________________________________ 
Rene Coutu, Clerk 
 

 
__________________________________________ 
Michelle Colozzo, Recorder 

  

 


